Society Board Report 2010-2011

The past twelve months could hardly be described as ideal in the world of the Trust, especially in relations with the club Board. Despite this however there are still many positives to take from this time.

In September we formally welcomed a new Secretary, Donald Larmour, replacing Allan Heron who had reached his maximum permitted time in this role. In July 2010, Morag McHaffie was chosen to succeed Keiron Dempsey as the Club Board Representative – unfortunately she has been unable to properly carry out this role as the Club Board did not extend an invitation to her, despite the continued support of the Trust in Club activities.

We continued to sponsor the Manager’s page in the programme, in actively promoting the Centenary Fund and of course sponsoring a team for the Firhill Fun Day. 

We also continued to host social events at the club with the Race Night – which was a big success, and not just in being one of the largest fund-raising events. We had the St Andrews Night Diner – which although this was not as well attended as hoped, those who did make it along had an enjoyable night with the Tennent’s Sixes tournament on show and the club kindly lending us the trophy as well for photo opportunities. 

We had two well attended ‘Meet the Manager’ nights with then incumbent Ian McCall as open as always giving honest answers and of course the Player of the Year presentation & dance which is always very well attended. Thanks must also go to the players who this year stayed well beyond when they usually do – though this may be due to the ‘merriness’ of some!

Despite these positives, relations with the club, particularly the Board of Directors has been strained over the past year.

We were advised that as their was no permanent Chair for the club Board, and only a small number of directors, the club wished to address this before extending an invitation to the Trust. We were told that this would take until December 2010 to achieve. After this deadline passed and with no invitation, or any real correspondence received on this matter we again took it to the club only to be re-buffed at our attempt to enter meaningful dialogue or to ascertain what the specific skill shortage the Club Board were looking to fill.

Despite this we are hopeful of being able to move forward in this regard and once again ensure that the fans are represented at Club Board level.

We have recently been in touch with Eddie Prentice in regards to sorting out the shares due to the Trust as per the Centenary Fund agreement and we hope to have the final figures available soon.

Moving back to the Jags Trust Board, as you will be aware last year saw the resignations of David Stewart, Tom Hogg, Graeme Cowie and Martin Towers. While it was of course unfortunate that they chose to resign, joining the board in their stead were Douglas Rimmer, Paul Devine, Norman Ferguson and Bob Carey-Grieve was co-opted.

Douglas Rimmer has chosen to stand for Treasurer for the coming two years, while Paul Devine has put his name down to stand for a Board member position. Also putting their names forward this year for election are Gary Gentles and Alan Limond.

At this stage it’s only right to thank the out-going Treasurer, Margaret Forsyth for the 4 years of service which she has provided to the Trust in this role. 

As we look to next season we continue to look to host social events, starting with the Meet the Manger night tonight, which will come after the formal business of the AGM has been attended to. We are also planning to host another Race Night, hopefully another Meet the Board night after last season’s event and also a special night in 2012 – however we’re still planning the finer details of this and don’t want to spoil the surprise!

We are in continuing negotiations with club over sponsoring this year’s manger page in the programme and of course we have our own page in the programme where you can keep up to date with the latest trust news. Failing this, there is of course the website – www.jagstrust.co.uk and each specific role on the Trust Board comes with an email address where you can always contact us, if you are unable to make it to the Kiosk on match-days.

Donald Larmour, Jags Trust Secretary

